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desired the immediate descendants of their Prophet to be their rulers. They were, however, intimidated by Yuzeed's authority ; whilst he, ever fearing the possibility of the Syaads' restoration to their rights, resolved, if possible, on sacrificing the whole family, to secure himself in his illegal power.
Ali had been treacherously murdered through the contrivances of the usurping Calipha ; after his death, the whole family removed from Shawm, the capital, to Medina, where they lived some years in tranquillity, making many converts to their faith, and exercising themselves in the service of God and virtuous living. Unostentatious in their habits and manners, they enjoyed the affection of their neighbours, their own good name increasing daily, to the utter dismay of their subtle enemy.
In the course of time, the devout people of Shawm, being heartily tired of Yuzeed's tyrannical rule, and fearing the true faith._wouldJbe.defamed by fhe excesses and abuses of power_committed by him, they were desirous of calling to their aid a leader from the Prophet's family, who would secure, in its original purity, the performance of that religion which Mahtimud had taught. Some thousands of respectable Mussul-mauns, it is related, signed a petition to Hosein, requesting his immediate presence at Shawm, in order, as the petition stated, ' that the religion his grandsire taught might be supported and promoted '; and declaring ' the voluptuousness and infamy of Yuzeed's life to be so offensive and glaring, that the true faith-was endangered by his vicious examples ' ; and entreating him to accept his lawful rights as ' Emaum'x (Leader of the Faithful).
Hosein received the petition, but declined accepting the proposed restitution of his family's rights at that time ; yet he held out hopes in his reply, that he might eventually listen to their entreaties, should he be convinced his presence was essential to their welfare ; and, as a prelude to this, he sent his cousin Moslem,2 on whom he could rely, to make personal observation of the real state of things at Shawm ; expecting to learn, from his matured knowledge, the real causes of com-1 Imam.                                                 2 Muslim.